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News from the Field 
 

NASBHC Census 
The triennial nationwide census of school-based, school-linked, and 

mobile health care programs is underway. The census effort is of critical importance in 
assessing the growth of the field, describing the diversity of the model, and advocating to 
national, state, and local policy makers. It is also a great opportunity to update or change 
information about your health center. Deadline for completion is December 15, 2008. To 
participate, go to: www.nasbhc.org/census. For a paper copy of the survey, please email 
Alicia Newell at anewell@nasbhc.org or call 202-638-5872. 
 
New SBHC to Open in Orange County 
El Sol Science and Arts Academy, the first K-8 public charter school of its kind in Orange 
County, is in the process of opening a school-based health center. It is a collaborative effort 
with a number of key organizations, including the Merage Foundation and UC Irvine 
Medical School. 
 
Update on Los Angeles Unified School District Joint  Use Expansion Efforts 
Progress is being made with LAUSD’s Joint Use projects.  Some highlights include: sixteen 
schools are now completed for mobile van services; Marshall High School’s clinic expansion 
is underway and expected to be completed within the next year; initial funding and feasibility 
study is in process for the New School’s Choice Clinic at Belmont High School. 
Additionally, Universal Care and Health Net will provide dental services to El Sereno Middle 
School, with Innovation Funds coming from the local district for renovations. The expected 
completion date is December 2008. 
  
San Fernando High School Teen Health Center Wins 20 08 Outstanding 
Reproductive Health Advocacy Award 
Opened in 1987, the Teen Health Center at San Fernando High School is celebrating 21 years 
of comprehensive medical, mental health, case management, and health education services to 
teens. Despite initial resistance and fears in the community during its early years, the Center 
has offered consistent, useful services to students—everything from treating severe acne and 
fevers, to providing sports physicals and health education. These days, attitudes have 
changed and the students, parents and community have come to appreciate and even advocate 
for the Health Center. To read our complete Spotlight article, go to: 
www.schoolhealthcenters.org/docs/SanFernandoHS.pdf  
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Senator Ridley-Thomas Visits School Health Center 
Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas (who was recently elected Los Angeles County Supervisor) 
visited the Gardena High School Health Center on October 21st. Joined by our Los Angeles 
Field Coordinator, Sang Trieu, the Senator toured the county-run facility and interviewed 
staff. Discussions focused on some of the challenges the center is facing, including handling 
2,000 patients a year, as well as funding issues.  Other visitors included staff from Harbor 
UCLA Medical Center, a representative of the Community Clinics Association of LA 
County, staff from the Senator's office, and Gardena City Councilmember Steven Bradford 
(an alumnus of Gardena High School.)   
 
California Healthline  Reports on Governor’s Signing of SB 564 
California Healthline, a daily digest of news, policy and opinion produced by the California 
HealthCare Foundation, recently reported on the signing of The School Health Centers 
Expansion Act (SB564) by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. Executive Director Serena 
Clayton was quoted in the article as saying, “What we want is for the state to see school 
health centers as an integral part of the overall health system. Early intervention is so 
important in health issues, and schools are such a good place—maybe the best place—to 
connect with kids that this just makes good sense.” To read the full article, please go to: 
http://www.californiahealthline.org/Features/2008/Governor-Signs-Bill-Promoting-
SchoolBased-Health-Centers.aspx# 
 
California Schools Magazine  Features Article on School Health Centers 
California Schools Magazine, a publication of the California School Board Association, 
featured an article on school health centers titled “Condition Critical” in its September 15th 
issue. Author Scott Lafee points out that healthy students make better students and children 
who are ill do not learn well. Executive Director Serena Clayton was quoted as saying health 
centers and classrooms must serve the needs of the whole child. The article also provided the 
results of a statewide survey of school boards on the health services offered in their districts, 
and profiled school health services offered in Lake County, Pasadena, and Centralia. To read 
the full article, please go to: 
http://www.csba.org/NewsAndMedia/Publications/CASchoolsMagazine/2008/Fall/InThisIss
ue/WellnessMain.aspx. 
 
Tri-Valley Adolescent Health Initiative Receives Aw ards 
The cities of Dublin, Livermore and Pleasanton were recently recognized for their Tri-Valley 
Adolescent Health Initiative (TVAHI). Begun in 2005, TVAHI created a Youth Planning 
Board from each city, which gathered information from thousands of Tri-Valley students 
through a youth-developed health survey. They published a resource guide for middle and 
high school students that has been distributed to 10,000 students in addition to securing 
grants and funding from public and private sources. TVAHI received the League of 
California Cities’ Ruth Vreeland Award for Engaging Youth in Local Government, and the 
City, County and Schools Partnership Award for 2008. 
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CSHC News 
 
Clayton Receives Janet Shalwitz Award  
Executive Director Serena Clayton was honored with the Janet Shalwitz Adolescent Health 
Leadership Award for her years of working to improve access to quality health care for all 
children and teens. The award, given by the California Adolescent Health Collaborative, is 
named after Dr. Janet Shalwitz, the founder and former director of the Adolescent Health 
Working Group. "Serena has always sought creative solutions and pursued opportunities to 
advocate for the best practices in teen health," said Sandi Goldstein, executive director of 
California Adolescent Health Collaborative. "Serena was chosen for her long-standing 
commitment to the use of data to shape policy, her actions as a champion for youth and her 
ability to effectively respond to complex challenges in adolescent health." Serena's entire 
professional career has been dedicated to this cause and she has worked on a variety of levels 
developing, assessing, and implementing programs to address these issues. As Executive 
Director of CSHC, Serena has raised more than $2 million; doubled the amount of revenue 
from member dues; and has increased the public profile of CSHC. 
 
TCWF Grant on Reproductive Health 
CSHC recently received grant funding from The California Wellness Foundation to improve 
adolescents’ access to reproductive health services and for reducing teen pregnancy. Our 
primary areas of focus will be: 1) increasing support among policymakers throughout 
California for school health centers in middle and high schools as a strategy for reducing teen 
pregnancy and related health/social costs; and 2) increasing the capacity to start high school 
and middle school health centers to deliver comprehensive, high quality reproductive health 
services at their sites. We will also be developing key messages around reproductive health 
in school health centers and provide training to middle and high school sites on these 
messages.  If you would like to be involved with these efforts, please contact LA Field 
Coordinator, Sang Leng Trieu, at strieu@schoolhealthcenters.org. 
 
 

CSHC Youth Board 
CSHC's Youth Board is off to an exhilarating start with 
old and new members participating in a retreat and 
inaugural meeting in early October. During their 
sessions, Youth Board members mapped out 
expectations and goals for the coming year. Composed 
of ten college-age youth from across the state, the Youth 
Board will continue to work in the areas of policy and 
advocacy, technical assistance, and youth engagement. 
The youth have a promising year ahead that will 
culminate with CSHC's School Health Day at the 
Capitol. Be on the lookout for more Youth Board news! 
 
 

 
 

Back l to r: Nidia Escobar, Katie Kaplow, 
Daniel Yim, Nzugu Kitenge 
Front l to r: Alison Wu ,George Chacon, 
Denise Felix 
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Staff Changes 
Salina Mendoza joined us at the end of October as our new 
Central Valley Policy and Field Coordinator. Salina will be 
based in the Fresno area and focusing her work on outreach 
to Central Valley school health centers, leading a school-
based telemental health feasibility study, and supporting 
CSHC’s local, state and federal policy work. You can reach 
Salina at 559-840-3366 or 
smendoza@schoolhealthcenters.org. 
 

Maria Salzano joined us at the end of September as our Director of Operations. She will be 
overseeing our finance, accounting, human resource, and administrative functions. Maria has 
a long history of commitment to children and nonprofit organizations, having previously 
worked for youth law and family services nonprofits. You can reach Maria at 510-834-3011 
or msalzano@schoolhealthcenters.org. 
 
Staff and Youth Board Retreat to Marin Headlands 

 
CSHC staff and Youth Board members recently 
gathered for a 2-day retreat at the Headlands Institute in 
Marin County. Invigorated by the natural beauty of the 
sea, sand and surrounding hills, the group spent time 
honing presentation skills, team building, completing 
cultural competency training, and planning for the 
exciting year ahead. 

 
 
 

 
Policy Updates 

 
SB 564 Signed by the Governor 
SB 564, the School Health Center Expansion Act, was signed by Governor Schwarzenegger 
on September 27th.  The Governor issued a statement describing school-based health centers 
as “an efficient and effective way to provide health care to all students.”  SB 564, which 
creates a grant program for school health centers, combined with Senator Mark Ridley-
Thomas' prior legislation (AB 2560 of 2006) marks the first effort to provide direct state 
assistance to school health centers.  While SB 564 sets up the framework for expanding the 
number school health centers in California, expansion will not take place until there are 
actual dollars appropriated.  CSHC celebrates this victory—which would not have been 
possible without the support of all of our state and local partners—and we continue to look to 
you for support as we work to identify a funding source for our new grant program!  For 
more information on SB 564, please visit our website: 
http://www.schoolhealthcenters.org/Expansion.asp 

Back L to R Dara Tom, Denise Felix, Nzugu Kitenge, George Chacon, Nidia Escobar, Kristin Curran, Maria 
Salzano, Samantha Blackburn, Sang Trieu, Jesus Verduzco 
Front L to R: Daniel Yim, Alison Wu, Serena Clayton, Katie Kaplow, Kat Gutierrez, Aileen Olson 
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California’s Family PACT program in jeopardy 
Each year, the Family PACT program funds family planning and reproductive health services 
for approximately 1.65 million women and men and has been credited with averting nearly 
250,000 unintended pregnancies in 2005-2006 alone.  Family PACT is a primary source of 
funding for the reproductive health services provided by school health centers.  The program 
currently operates under a federal waiver that ended in 2004 but has continued under 
temporary extensions.  In September, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) sent a letter with terms of the new Family PACT waiver that the State cannot possibly 
meet or afford.  For example, enrollees would be required to file significantly more 
paperwork, including quarterly income verification, a mandatory Social Security number, 
citizenship verification, and confirmation that the applicant has no other form of insurance. 
The State would be required to hire up to 2,800 new staff, an impossible task given the state 
budget deficit. Moreover, the new terms would create significant barriers to care that would 
seriously erode the social and economic benefits of the program.  California Department of 
Healthcare Services staff and advocates are currently working with CMS to renegotiate the 
terms and advocates are urging the White House and Speaker Nancy Pelosi to pursue an 
administrative fix to protect the program.  For more information about the waiver and CMS’ 
new terms, click here.  http://www.ppacca.org/atf/cf/%7BEFB50FD8-3121-4382-99F6-
00195A71A78D%7D/FPACT%20Waiver%20FACT%20SHEET%20FINAL.pdf 
 
Governor Calls Special Legislative Session and Mid- Year Budget Cuts 
Governor Schwarzenegger called a special legislative session last week to address the state's 
worsening budget situation, already $11.2 billion in deficit.  The Governor has defined the 
problem as both a spending and a revenue issue and has proposed additional mid-year cuts 
and new taxes.  His proposal includes $2.5 billion in cuts to K-14 education and additional 
cuts to the Medi-Cal program.  The deadline for the special session to approve the proposal is 
November 30th, which is the last day for termed-out legislators.  For more information on the 
Governor’s proposal, go to http://www.gov.ca.gov/fact-sheet/10965/. 
 
Teen Pregnancy Program Cuts Hurt School Health Cent ers 
The 2008-2009 state budget signed in September (prior to proposed mid-year cuts) included 
line-item vetoes from the Governor that eliminated crucial teen pregnancy prevention 
programs, including the Male Involvement Program (MIP) and TeenSmart Outreach (TSO) 
program, and drastically cut the Information and Education (I&E) programs and Adolescent 
Family Life Programs (AFLP.) These cuts are devastating to school health centers that 
participate in these programs and threaten the jobs of key staff. CSHC is working with our 
advocacy partners to help save these important programs, and we need your help!  To find 
out more about the cuts, get facts and figures from your area, and join advocacy efforts to 
reinstate these programs, visit our website at:  http://www.schoolhealthcenters.org/tpp.asp. 
Also please provide us with important information about how these cuts will impact your 
school health center by completing our short (only 3 questions) online survey at:  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=zgaMwehAjAr0AhDLlCGkDg_3d_3d  
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A Federal Victory for School Health Centers 
It was less than two years ago that the school health center authorization bills (S. 600 and 
H.R. 4230) were introduced into Congress. Within this short time, we have made remarkable 
advances.  Last month, President George Bush signed the Health Care Safety Net Act of 
2008 (H.R. 1343) reauthorizing the Community Health Center Program. Thanks to emails, 
phone calls, Capitol Hill meetings, and local site visits conducted in California and across the 
country, school health centers were not left behind. The Act includes a provision requiring 
the General Accountability Office (GAO) to “issue a study of the economic costs and 
benefits of school-based health centers and the impact on the health of students of these 
centers.”  This study will provide important evidence to help us advance our cause and bring 
us closer to securing federal funding for school health centers. CSHC will be working with 
NASBHC to re-introduce the authorization in the next Congress. To view more details about 
the GAO study, go to:  http://www.nasbhc.org/site/c.jsJPKWPFJrH/b.4634323/.  Or follow 
this link to learn more about H.R. 1343: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-
1343&tab=analysis 

 
Conferences & Workshops  

 
 
Connecting Students to Health Care:  
How the School-based MAA Program Can Help 
Sponsor: Bay Area Partnership for Children and Youth 

Date: 17 November 2008, 10 am to 1 pm 
Place:  Oakland, CA 
Contact: Deanna Niebuhr at Deanna@bayareapartnership.org or 510-684-3864 
This is a region-wide convening to talk about the benefits of school-based efforts to link 
students to health care and how the School-based MAA (Medi-Cal Administrative Activities) 
Program can support these programs. Discussion will include an update on the status of the 
School-based MAA program at the federal level; sharing best practices; and talking about 
how school districts and county agencies can work effectively together.  This is the fourth in 
a series of convenings looking at funding streams to support school-based health programs 
and services. 
 
Violence-Free Teens 
Sponsor:  Peace Over Violence 
Date: 17 November 2008 
Place:  Los Angeles, CA 
Contact:  Emily Austin at Emily@peaceoverviolence.org or 213-955-9090 
The Violence-Free Teens Conference is an intensive training on teen dating and sexual 
violence prevention. The conference will provide information on innovations in the field, 
establish a statewide coalition, provide networking opportunities, launch a new curriculum 
on prevention, train facilitators, and introduce the new Youth Over Violence website. Youth 
service providers, educators, juvenile court and other youth advocates are invited. 
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Engaging Parents in Creating Healthy Food and Physi cal Activity 
Environments 
Sponsor: California Department of Public Health and the Public Health Institute 
Date: 20 November, 3 December 2008, or 12 January 2009 
Place: Tulare, Oakland, Los Angeles 
Contact: 916-552-9871 or www.caldiabetes.org/events.cfm 
These trainings will give attendees new ideas for engaging parents in local school wellness 
policy implementation, monitoring and evaluation. School district wellness leads, parent 
involvement coordinators, local community leaders, PTA leaders, and community health 
workers are all invited to attend. 
 
National Student Safety & Security Conference 
Sponsor: New Fields Exhibitions Inc. 
Date: 20-21 November 2008 
Place: Las Vegas, NV 
Contact: www.New-Fields.com/nsssc2 
This 2nd annual conference will focus on identifying and sharing best practices concerning 
school safety, and help model a community process to stamp out school violence in all its 
forms, including shootings, bullying, dating violence, vandalism, gang activity, and 
catastrophic events. Presentations by experts on school violence will cover key community 
perspectives of students, teachers, parents, local business, faith-based groups, the media, and 
other community resources and stakeholders. 
 

Promotoras/CHW Conference 
Sponsor: Visión y Compromiso 
Date: 5-6 December 2008  
Place: Burbank, CA 
Contact: Alma Esquivel, 213-241-0909 
Website: www.abcsignup.com/reg/event_page.asp?ek=0023-0011-
C88A3C744FE041DD862B0B8d0DB207ED 
The Sixth Annual Statewide Promotoras and Community Health Workers 

Conference is expected to draw more than 1,000 participants. The 2-day conference will 
feature 2- and 3-hour workshops to help promotoras and community health workers obtain 
information and skills for their work with the community. All sessions will be conducted in 
Spanish; translation available upon request.  
 
California Working Families Policy Summit 
Sponsor: California Center for Research on Women and Families 
Date: 13 January 2009  
Place: Sacramento Convention Center, Sacramento CA 
Contact: Cathy Murnigham at Summit@ccrwf.org 
Co-sponsored by CSHC, the 6th Working Families Policy Summit will feature the state’s 
leading advocates presenting their legislative agendas for the upcoming year. Issues include 
health care, economic security, child care, preschool, after-school care, workplace issues and 
more.  
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Tools & Resources 
 
2008 California County Scorecard  
Children Now has released its 2008 California County Scorecard of 
Children’s Well-Being. This new web tool tracks 26 key indicators of 
children’s well-being by county, providing a current measure and trend 
for each. Individual counties also received a letter grade in children’s 

overall well-being, based on their scores across the Scorecard’s 26 indicators. The Scorecard 
is available for free at www.childrennow.org/scorecard.  
 
Toolkit to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Care 
Research has documented the persistent gaps in health care quality that affect Americans 
from specific racial and ethnic backgrounds. A new toolkit by the National Health Plan 
Collaborative provides resources, lessons, case studies, and videos to help health plans 
identify and reduce disparities within their memberships. The toolkit is hosted on the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation website at 
http://www.rwjf.org/qualityequality/product.jsp?id=33960 
 
New Fact Sheet on Health Coverage in Communities of  Color 
New U.S. Census Bureau data show the number of Americans living without health coverage 
in 2007 is considerably higher than it was in 2000, and communities of color continue to bear 
the brunt of this crisis. People of color make up more than half of those without health 
coverage. Read the full report at the FamiliesUSA website: 
http://www.familiesusa.org/assets/pdfs/minority-health-and-the-census-numbers.pdf 

 
Mental Health Initiative Website 
A new website has been created for the Mental Health Services 
Act – Student Mental Health Initiative. The site includes news 
and updates, program information, funding opportunities and 
resources. For more information, check out the California 
Department of Mental Health site at:  

http://www.dmh.ca.gov/PEIStatewideProjects/StudentMentalHealthInitiative.asp 

 
Job Postings 

 
Senior Associate, e-Health Program 
The Children’s Partnership seeks a seasoned professional with expertise in health and/or 
technology policy to help guide a project on technology-enabled innovations for improving 
children’s health. The senior associate would also assist in on-going projects in TCP’s health 
and/or e-health programs. Send your resume and cover letter via email to Terri Shaw at 
tshaw@childrenspartnership.org 
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Health Educator for Adolescents 
The Center for Youth is seeking a part-time (30 hours/week) Health Educator who will: plan, 
organize and conduct health education and youth development sessions; conduct 
presentations on health-related topics; recruit, train and mentor peer educators; and perform 
other duties. For more information please contact: Center for Youth, 751 Laurel Street #544, 
San Carlos CA 94070. 
 


