
4/26/2016 

1 

Getting Ready for School Health 
Advocacy Visits 
Lisa Eisenberg 

Senior Policy Analyst 

Housekeeping 

If you can’t hear the audio, try 
changing your audio settings 
and call-in using your 
telephone 

 

To ask questions, please use 
the Q&A function. I will 
answer questions at the end. 
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School Health Advocacy Visits: May 5  

Overall goals for the afternoon:  

• Teach legislators and policymakers 
about school-based health 

• Get legislators and policymakers 
excited about the work you all do – 
you’re the experts! 

Lobbying 101: Will I be lobbying legislators? 

Direct Lobbying =  

   Some communication + 
   With a legislator (or their staff) + 
   That expresses a view about specific legislation  

 

Contrary to popular belief, non-profits can lobby.  
But the amount depends on your tax exempt status.  
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May 5: Day-of Agenda 

10 am-1:00pm:  Pre-Conference Workshop Sessions 

1:00-1:30 pm:   Lunch and check-in  

1:30-2:30 pm:   Presentation and planning in teams 

3:00-5:00 pm:   Most Visits 

5:00 pm:     Reception & celebration! 

Quick notes about visits 

• Some visits will be earlier than 3 pm 

• You may attend visits that are not with your 
representatives 

• LA meetings are assigned by The LA Trust staff and 
will have a separate check-in 

• Other assignments:  

• Meetings with state agencies or other organizations 

• Packet drop offs 
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Sheraton 

State Capitol 

North Entrance  

Once through Security at the North Entrance: 

1. Head straight down the hallway past 

security. 

2. Turn left at the next hallway. 

3. You should see a large statue of a bear in 

front of the Governor’s office. 

4. Across from the statue is a bank of 

elevators.  

5. The room number will tell you what floor 

your meeting is on. For example, Room 

4321 is on Floor 4.  

Participant Planning Materials 
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Legislative Packets 

The Message 

School based health increases 
access to comprehensive care 
for children and youth that need 
it the most 

School-based health promotes 
learning – kids can’t learn if they 
aren’t healthy 
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General Visit Agenda 

 Intros and purpose for the visit  

 About SBHCs  

Give SBHC overview  
factsheet and district profile 

 Tell a story 

 Ask for support  

 Questions, thank yous, & 
good-byes 

After the meetings… 

Come back to the Sheraton and make sure to turn in 
you Legislative Visit Tracking form…  

Hancock    

   
   

   
Jane Doe, Legislative Director  

The meeting was great! Very receptive and 
excited by our visit. The Senator would like to 
Visit an SBHC in her district 
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Responding to Tough Questions 

Parental Consent: Don’t SBHCs take away parents’ 
rights to know when their children get health care? 

 

 SBHCs follow the state law like any other health facility  

 AND… because of their location, SBHCs can develop strong 
relationships with parents and family members 

 

Responding to Tough Questions 

New funding: Are you just here to ask for state 
funding? 

 

 State funding would certainly help sustain SBHCs  

 But one of the strengths of this model is that it requires 
significant local, community buy-in and support  

 SBHCs knit together a range of local resources to support 
local goals 
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Responding to Tough Questions 

Repro health: What about providing reproductive 
health services in schools? 

 

 School boards have the final say over what services are 
provided in SBHCs 

 One of the reasons that SBHCs are supported by so many 
different kinds of communities is that they respond to local 
needs 

Top 3 Tips for Advocacy Visits 

1. Policymakers need to 
hear your voice. 

2. Put a community face on 
the issue. 

3. Be flexible.  
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To stand out on May 5…  

Wear RED! 

Questions? 
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Contact with any questions: 

Lisa Eisenberg 

leisenberg@schoolhealthcenters.org 

Office: 510-268-1033 

mailto:leisenberg@schoolhealthcenters.org

