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The History
● Policing in the United States is rooted in white 

supremacy -- slave patrols and later the 
enforcement of segregation

● 1948- A security unit designed to patrol 
newly integrated schools was the beginning of 
LA School Police

● 1970- The U.S. only had 200 school police 
nationwide

● 2021- The U.S. has more than 40,000 school 
police officers

● School police are concentrated in areas 
serving more students of color and lower-
income communities



Previous ACLU 
Reports and Work
● The Right to Remain a Student (2016)
● Bullies in Blue (2017)
● Here to Learn (2018)
● Cops and No Counselors (2019)
● Our Right to Resources (2020)
● LINKS IN THE FINAL SLIDE



Statewide Young People’s Taskforce



Decades of 
Struggle by 
Youth and 
Organizers

● For almost a decade, Black Organizing Project has been fighting to eliminate school police 
in Oakland

● In Los Angeles, advocates have worked for decades to stop criminalizing students, 
including eliminating truancy, stopping random searches, implementing PBIS, banning 
pepper spray, and eliminating school police

● Campaigns to remove school police have and continue to be run in: Fremont, Fresno, 
Hollister, Los Angeles, Long Beach, Stockton, Moreno Valley, Kern County, San Diego, 
Pomona, San Jose, Ventura, Claremont, and South San Francisco, among others.
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Data Sources

2017-18 data from the U.S. Dept of Ed’s Civil Rights Data 
Collection (CRDC)

2019 data from the Racial and Identity Profiling Act of 2015 
(RIPA)

2012-2020 data from Stockton Unified School District



Civil Rights Data 
Collection



Rates of School Referrals to Law Enforcement

● Black and Native 
American students and 
students with disabilities 
are disproportionately 
referred to police in all 
schools

● Rates dramatically 
increase at schools with 
assigned law enforcement



Rates of Arrests in Schools

● Students across all categories are more likely to be arrested in schools with 
assigned law enforcement

● Although the sample size is small, Native Americans are 35x more likely to be 
arrested when in a school with law enforcement than in a school without



Baldwin Park Unified

● From 2010-2017, district had no 
police on staff

● In 2016, district reported 114 
referrals to police

● District hired 6 officers in 2017
● In 2017-18, district reported 347 

referrals to police (3x increase)
● Critically, arrests fell from 70 to 52 

in that time, suggesting that staff 
were calling police for issues that 
did not warrant police intervention 
and should have been handled by 
staff

● On Feb 2021, BPUSD Board 
disbanded school police 
department



Racial and Identity 
Profiling Act



History and Context

● Passed in 2015 led by dozens of groups, including ACLU, Youth Justice 
Coalition, Asian Americans Advancing Justice, PICO CA, Reform California, 
Dignity and Power Now, and others.

● Will be implemented over many years.  Currently, the 15 largest law 
enforcement agencies are reporting.  The number will grow.

● Data is collected and reported about each police “stop,” including those in 
schools.



Findings

● 15 largest agencies stopped 2,602 students aged 
5-19

● 9% or 241 stops were of children 12 or younger, 
26 stops were children under 9

● Black students are 7.6% of the population but 
26% of students stopped

● Students referred to law enforcement for trivial 
or absurd reasons.



Findings

● Staff may call police for school 
policy violation, ed code 
violation, or “reasonable 
suspicion for violating a crime. 
Black and Latine students more 
likely to be stopped for  
suspicion of violating a crime.

● Black students more likely to 
receive harsher actions during 
and after stops.



Stockton Unified 
School District Data



Context and 
History

● For almost a decade, 
the Stockton 
Education Equity 
Coalition (SEEC) has 
been centering 
equity for students in 
its advocacy to 
challenge systems of 
power that are 
rooted in oppression.

● Was forced to sue 
Stockton USD in 
2016 to get the data 
through Public 
Record Act requests



Findings : Suspensions & Expulsions

● From 2015-2019, Black students were 
consistently suspended at 2 to 2½ times their 
rate of enrollment in Stockton USD .

● During that same period, Black students were 
also expelled at rates 3½ to 4½ times their 
rate of enrollment.  



Findings: School Police Contact

● Native American students were booked or 
cited by Stockton USD police at five times 
their rate of enrollment in school, and Black 
students were booked or cited at nearly 
three times their rate of enrollment.

● From July to September 2020, 66% of school 
requests for Stockton USD police assistance 
were for “welfare checks.”





Central Valley Data
Federal and state data reveals most of Central Valley’s 
counties and districts have several times as many 
police in schools in social workers. And hundreds of 
thousands of students are in schools with cops and no 
counselors in the region. 

There are several districts where Black and Indigenous 
students are far more likely to be referred to law 
enforcement, including:
● Hanford Joint Union High (overall rate 43 students 

referred per 1,000, Black students 112 per 1,000)
● Lemoore Union High (overall rate 26 per 1,000 

referred, Black students 99 per 1,000 and Native 
American students 44 per 1,000)

● Delano Joint Union High (overall rate 19 per 1,000, 
Black students 125 per 1,000)

● Dos Palos Oro Loma Joint Union (overall rate 11 per 
1,000, Black students 59 per 1,000 and Native 
American students 50 per 1,000)



Student Mental Health & Wellness

● Surveyed over 1,200 students across California
● Confirmed that students are facing high levels 

of stress and trauma and need mental health 
resources rather than policing



Student Responses



LAUSD Survey Results



Los Angeles Student Survey Results
● Students Deserve surveyed 5,730 students in 2020
● 87% of respondents supported defunding the 

police 



Recommendation

No schools in California should have a permanent police officer. Specifically, LEAs 
should not be able to create their own police departments or reserve forces, nor should 
they coordinate with any outside law enforcement agency to station law enforcement 
on a school campus.

● School staff should never call a police officer to campus unless there is an 
imminent danger of serious physical injury or death to a person on school property

● Should not replace law enforcement with surveillance and other school hardening 
measures

● Should invest in resources that will create a better and more supportive vision of 
schools.  Dignity in Schools California Framework for Abolishing Police in Schools: 
https:/ / dignityinschools–ca.org/ state–policy–framework–dsc–ca/

about:blank






LETTER TO GOVERNOR & SUPERINTENDENT

https://edsource.org/2020/student-anxiety-
depression-increasing-during-school-closures-
survey-finds/631224

https://www.schoolcounselor-
ca.org/Files/Letter%20to%20Governor%20Ne
wsom%205-08-20.pdf

https://edsource.org/2020/student-anxiety-depression-increasing-during-school-closures-survey-finds/631224
https://www.schoolcounselor-ca.org/Files/Letter%20to%20Governor%20Newsom%205-08-20.pdf


SIGNED BY 30+ ORGANIZATION 60+ SCHOOLS

THANK YOU!



#COUNSELORNOTCOPS
#ARTSNOTARRESTS



Meeting with State Board of Education 
about Student Mental Health



Call to Action

● Read the report here: https:/ / aclusocal.org/ no-police-in-schools
● Support a local campaign to defund school police:

○ Los Angeles: https:/ / www.schoolslastudentsdeserve.com/
■ #EndRandomSearches

○ Pomona: https:/ / www.genteorganizada.org/
○ Central Valley: https:/ / www.cvmb.org/
○ Stockton: email seecoalition@gmail.com
○ Oakland: http:/ / blackorganizingproject.org
○ Antelope Valley: https:/ / cancelthecontract.com/

● Support AB 610, which will eliminate most mandatory notification to law 
enforcement: ksher@acluca.org

https://aclusocal.org/no-police-in-schools
https://www.schoolslastudentsdeserve.com/
https://www.genteorganizada.org/our-work
https://www.cvmb.org/
http://blackorganizingproject.org
https://cancelthecontract.com/
mailto:ksher@acluca.org


Call to Action: Support Assembly Bill 610

Will eliminate the requirement that schools notify law enforcement for certain 
student behavior such as an assault or minor possession of cannabis or alcohol. 
● Involving law enforcement in the response to common child and adolescent 

school related misbehavior contributes to racial inequities in academic 
achievement and the school-to-prison pipeline. 

● A student’s interaction with law enforcement decreases their likelihood of 
completing high school while increasing the likelihood that they will have 
contact with the criminal legal system. 

● This bill restores flexibility to educators to decide when law enforcement should 
be notified.

Fact Sheet

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1othqcEr0gobClppp9SvP6CyxSGaFygJm/view?usp=sharing


Links and Resources
● The Right to Remain a Student (2016)

○ aclunc.org/ publications/ right-remain-student-how-ca-school-policies-fail-
protect-and-serve

● Here to Learn (2018)
○ aclusocal.org/ en/ here-to-learn

● Cops and No Counselors (2019)
○ aclu.org/ report/ cops-and-no-counselors

● Our Right to Resources (2020) 
○ Report: aclusocal.org/ en/ publications/ right-to-resources
○ Toolkit: aclusocal.org/ en/ campaigns/ righttoresources

● No Police in Schools (2021)
○ aclusocal.org/ no-police-in-schools

● State of Student Wellness (2021)
○ aclucalaction.org/ sw

● STUDENT KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: WWW.MYSCHOOLMYRIGHTS.COM

Follow Youth Liberty Squad
instagram.com/youthlibertysquad/

Follow Arts Justice Council
instagram.com/artsjustice_ca/

https://www.aclunc.org/publications/right-remain-student-how-ca-school-policies-fail-protect-and-serve
http://www.aclusocal.org/en/here-to-learn
https://www.aclu.org/report/cops-and-no-counselors
http://www.aclusocal.org/en/publications/right-to-resources
https://www.aclusocal.org/en/campaigns/righttoresources
https://aclusocal.org/no-police-in-schools
https://www.aclucalaction.org/sw
http://www.myschoolmyrights.com
https://www.instagram.com/youthlibertysquad/
https://www.instagram.com/artsjustice_ca/


Question 
and 
Answer
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